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TRAITOR 
AMANDA MCCRINA 
Published by Farrar Strauss Giroux 
August 25, 2020 
 
Poland, 1944. After the Soviet liberation of Lwów from Germany, the city remains a battleground between 
resistance fighters and insurgent armies, its loyalties torn between Poland and Ukraine. Seventeen-year-
old Tolya Korolenko is half Ukrainian, half Polish, and he joined the Soviet Red Army to keep himself alive 
and fed. When he not-quite-accidentally shoots his unit's political officer in the street, he's rescued by a 

squad of Ukrainian freedom fighters. They might have saved him, but Tolya doesn't trust them. He especially doesn't trust 
Solovey, the squad's war-scarred young leader, who has plenty of secrets of his own.  

Then a betrayal sends them both on the run. And in a city where loyalty comes second to self-preservation, a traitor can be 
an enemy or a savior - or sometimes both.  

UNDER the Magnolias 
t.i. lowe 
Published by Tyndal House Publishers 
May 4, 2021 
 
Austin Foster is barely a teenager when her mama dies giving birth to twins, leaving her to pick up the 
pieces while holding her six siblings together and doing her best to stop her daddy from retreating into his 
personal darkness. 
 

Scratching out a living on the family’s tobacco farm is as tough as it gets. When a few random acts of kindness help to ease 
the Fosters’ hardships, Austin finds herself relying upon some of Magnolia’s most colorful citizens for friendship and more. But 
it’s next to impossible to hide the truth about the goings-on at Nolia Farms, and Austin’s desperate attempts to save face all 
but break her. 
 
Just when it seems she might have something more waiting for her—with the son of a wealthy local family who she’s crushed 
on for years—her father makes a choice that will crack wide-open the family’s secrets and lead to a public reckoning. There 
are consequences for loving a boy like Vance Cumberland, but there is also freedom in the truth. 
 

Enduring freedom 
jawad arash and trent reedy 
Published by Workman Publishing Group 
May 18, 2021 
 
September 11, 2001 
Two young men on opposite sides of the world 
One war that will change their lives forever 

Baheer, a studious Afghan teen, sees his family’s life turned upside down when they lose their livelihood as war rocks the country. 
A world away, Joe, a young American army private, has to put aside his dreams of becoming a journalist when he’s shipped out to 
Afghanistan.  When Joe’s unit arrives in Baheer’s town, Baheer is wary of the Americans, but sees an opportunity: Not only can he 
practice his English with the soldiers, his family can make money delivering their supplies. At first, Joe doesn’t trust Baheer, or any 
of the locals, but Baheer keeps showing up. As Joe and Baheer get to know each other, to see each other as individuals, they realize 
they have a lot more in common than they ever could have realized.  



where I belong 
marcia Argueta mickelson 
Published by Carolrhoda Lab 
September 28, 2021 

In the spring of 2018, Guatemalan American high school senior Milagros "Millie" Vargas knows her life is 
about to change. She has lived in Corpus Christi, Texas, ever since her parents sought asylum there when she 
was a baby. Now a citizen, Millie devotes herself to school and caring for her younger siblings while her mom 
works as a housekeeper for the wealthy Wheeler family. With college on the horizon, Millie is torn between 
attending her dream school and staying close to home, where she knows she's needed. She is disturbed by 

what's happening to asylum-seekers at the U.S.-Mexico border, but she doesn't see herself as an activist or a change-maker. She's 
just trying to take care of her own family. 

Then Mr. Wheeler, a U.S. Senate candidate, mentions Millie's achievements in a campaign speech about "deserving" immigrants. It 
doesn't take long for people to identify Millie's family and place them at the center of a statewide immigration debate. Faced with 
journalists, trolls, anonymous threats, and the Wheelers' good intentions—especially those of Mr. Wheeler's son, Charlie—Millie 
must confront the complexity of her past, the uncertainty of her future, and her place in the country that she believed was home. 

Beasts of Prey 
Ayana Gray 
Published by Penguin Random House 
September 28, 2021 
 
There’s no such thing as magic in the broken city of Lkossa, especially for sixteen-year-old Koffi, who 
indentured to the notorious Night Zoo, knows the fearsome creatures in her care and paying off her family's 
debts to secure their eventual freedom can be her only focus. But the night those she loves are gravely 
threatened by the Zoo’s cruel master, Koffi unleashes a power she doesn’t fully understand, upending her life 
completely. 

 
As the second son of a decorated hero, Ekon is all but destined to become a Son of the Six—an elite warrior—and uphold a family 
legacy. But on the night of his final rite of passage, Ekon encounters not only the Shetani—a vicious monster that has plagued the 
city for nearly a century and stalks his nightmares—but Koffi who seems to have the power to ward off the beast. Koffi’s power 
ultimately saves Ekon, but his choice to let her flee dooms his hopes of becoming a warrior. 
 
Desperate to redeem himself, Ekon vows to hunt the Shetani and end its reign of terror, but he can’t do it alone. Koffi and Ekon form 
a tentative alliance and together enter the Greater Jungle, a world steeped in wild, frightening magic and untold dangers. The hunt 
begins. But it quickly becomes unclear whether they are the hunters or the hunted. 

 
the deep enders 
dave reardon 
Published by Mango Media 
October 2021 

In the throes of the Pacific War, a troubled young man, Murph Turner, seeks solace in the Western Australia 
pearling town of Broome after his home was destroyed, but instead he finds true friendship, romance, 
adventure, and wartime treachery. 

A historical romance novel filled with adventure, danger, and more! His home destroyed in The Pacific War, a troubled young man, 
Murph Turner, stumbles into the exotic pearling town of Broome hoping for safe harbor. Instead, he discovers a lawless place 
brimming with espionage, treachery, and murder. An outsider in a bewildering land of red dust and paranoia, Murph is quickly taken 
under wing by Banjo––a cheeky Aboriginal scamp with a passion for pyrotechnics––and Micki, a beautiful teenager on the run 
from authorities. But even as the Japanese armada closes in on the northern coastline, the trio is suddenly thrust into a murderous 
adventure––all set against the backdrop of a true wartime tragedy. Follow Murph as he navigates a war-torn world, and comes of 
age through, friendship, romance, and resilience.   

Enter the turmoil of war-torn Australia during WWII. The Deep Enders is based on actual events linked to Pearl Harbor, so shocking 
that the matter was immediately covered up by Allied governments and has remained largely unknown for 75 years. 



The Last She 
H.j. Nelson 
Published by Wattpad Books 
December 7, 2021 
 
As the only female to survive the devastating virus, Ara hasn’t seen another human in months—not since her 
father disappeared. The plague has swept away humanity, and Ara’s world is desolate, haunted by the ghosts of 
her former life. Her mother. Her sister. 
 

Kaden and his crew live by a code: stay alert, stay alive. When they catch Ara stealing from them, they are furious—and confused. 
She is the first girl they have seen in three years. And while Kaden knows taking her captive is wrong, he tells himself he’s doing it to 
protect her.  But with Ara determined to follow through on her father’s mission—Go back to the beginning. End the plague—Kaden 
becomes mesmerized by Ara’s will and beauty. He knows he will do anything to help her, even if it tears their worlds apart. 
 

daughter of the moon goddess 
sue lynn tan 
Published by Harper Voyager 
January 11, 2022 

Growing up on the moon, Xingyin is accustomed to solitude, unaware that she is being hidden from the feared 
Celestial Emperor who exiled her mother for stealing his elixir of immortality. But when Xingyin’s magic flares 
and her existence is discovered, she is forced to flee her home, leaving her mother behind. 

Alone, powerless, and afraid, she makes her way to the Celestial Kingdom, a land of wonder and secrets. Disguising her identity, she 
seizes an opportunity to learn alongside the emperor’s son, mastering archery and magic, even as passion flames between her and 
the prince. 

To save her mother, Xingyin embarks on a perilous quest, confronting legendary creatures and vicious enemies. But when treachery 
looms and forbidden magic threatens the kingdom, she must challenge the ruthless Celestial Emperor for her dream—striking a 
dangerous bargain in which she is torn between losing all she loves or plunging the realm into chaos. 

Anatomy: A Love Story 
Dana Schwartz 
Published by St. Martin’s Press 
January 18, 2022 
 
Hazel Sinnett is a lady who wants to be a surgeon more than she wants to marry. Jack Currer is a resurrection 
man who’s just trying to survive in a city where it’s too easy to die. 
 
When the two of them have a chance encounter outside the Edinburgh Anatomist’s Society, Hazel thinks 
nothing of it at first. But after she gets kicked out of renowned surgeon Dr. Beecham’s lectures for being the 

wrong gender, she realizes that her new acquaintance might be more helpful than she first thought. Because Hazel has made a deal 
with Dr. Beecham: if she can pass the medical examination on her own, Beecham will allow her to continue her medical career. 
Without official lessons, though, Hazel will need more than just her books—she’ll need corpses to study. Lucky that she’s made the 
acquaintance of someone who digs them up for a living. 
 
But Jack has his own problems: strange men have been seen skulking around cemeteries, his friends are disappearing off the 
streets, and the dreaded Roman Fever, which wiped out thousands a few years ago, is back with a vengeance. Nobody important 
cares—until Hazel. 
 
Now, Hazel and Jack must work together to uncover the secrets buried not just in unmarked graves, but in the very heart of 
Edinburgh society. 
 

 
 
 



The Red Palace 
June hur 
Published by Feiwel & Friends 
January 25, 2022 
 
Joseon (Korea), 1758. There are few options available to illegitimate daughters in the capital city, but 
through hard work and study, eighteen-year-old Hyeon has earned a position as a palace nurse. All she wants 
is to keep her head down, do a good job, and perhaps finally win her estranged father's approval. 
 
But Hyeon is suddenly thrust into the dark and dangerous world of court politics when someone murders 
four women in a single night, and the prime suspect is Hyeon's closest friend and mentor. Determined to 

prove her beloved teacher's innocence, Hyeon launches her own secret investigation. 
 
In her hunt for the truth, she encounters Eojin, a young police inspector also searching for the killer. When evidence begins to point 
to the Crown Prince himself as the murderer, Hyeon and Eojin must work together to search the darkest corners of the palace to 
uncover the deadly secrets behind the bloodshed. 
 

THIS Woven Kingdom 
Tahereh Mafi 
Published by Farrar Strauss Giroux Books for Young Readers 
February 2022 

To all the world, Alizeh is a disposable servant, not the long-lost heir to an ancient Jinn kingdom forced to 
hide in plain sight. 

The crown prince, Kamran, has heard the prophecies foretelling the death of his king. But he could never have 
imagined that the servant girl with the strange eyes, the girl he can’t put out of his mind, would one day soon 

uproot his kingdom—and the world. 

Mirror Girls 
Kelly McWilliams 
Published by Little Brown Books for Young Readers 
February 8, 2022 
 
As infants, twin sisters Charlie Yates and Magnolia Heathwood were secretly separated after the brutal 
lynching of their parents, who died for loving across the color line. Now, at the dawn of the Civil Rights 
Movement, Charlie is a young Black organizer in Harlem, while white-passing Magnolia is the heiress to a 
cotton plantation in rural Georgia.  

 Magnolia knows nothing of her racial heritage, but secrets are hard to keep in a town haunted by the ghosts 
of its slave-holding past. When Magnolia finally learns the truth, her reflection mysteriously disappears from mirrors—the sign of a 
terrible curse. Meanwhile, in Harlem, Charlie's beloved grandmother falls ill. Her final wish is to be buried back home in Georgia—
and, unbeknownst to Charlie, to see her long-lost granddaughter, Magnolia Heathwood, one last time. So Charlie travels into the 
Deep South, confronting the land of her worst nightmares—and Jim Crow segregation. 

 The sisters reunite as teenagers in the deeply haunted town of Eureka, Georgia, where ghosts linger centuries after their time and 
dangers lurk behind every mirror. They couldn’t be more different, but they will need each other to put the hauntings of the past to 
rest, to break the mirrors’ deadly curse—and to discover the meaning of sisterhood in a racially divided land. 

 

 

 

 



Gallant 
V.E. Schwab 
Published by Greenwillow Books 
March 1, 2022 

Olivia Prior has grown up in Merilance School for Girls, and all she has of her past is her mother’s journal—
which seems to unravel into madness. Then, a letter invites Olivia to come home to Gallant. Yet when Olivia 
arrives, no one is expecting her. But Olivia is not about to leave the first place that feels like home; it doesn’t 
matter if her cousin Matthew is hostile, or if she sees half-formed ghouls haunting the hallways. 

Olivia knows that Gallant is hiding secrets, and she is determined to uncover them. When she crosses a ruined wall at just the right 
moment, Olivia finds herself in a place that is Gallant—but not. The manor is crumbling, the ghouls are solid, and a mysterious figure 
rules over all. Now Olivia sees what has unraveled generations of her family, and where her father may have come from. 

Olivia has always wanted to belong somewhere, but will she take her place as a Prior, protecting our world against the Master of the 
House? Or will she take her place beside him? 

The Summer We Forgot 
Caroline George 
Published by Thomas Nelson Fiction 
March 8, 2022 

Some memories are better left forgotten. 

Darby and Morgan haven’t spoken for two years, and their friend group has splintered. But when the body of 
their former science teacher is found in the marsh where they attended camp that summer, they realize they 
have more questions than answers . . . and even fewer memories. 

No one remembers—or no one is talking. The group of reunited friends suspects that a murderer is stalking the coastal highway 
30A, and they are desperate to recover their memories as quickly as possible . . . before their history they can’t remember repeats 
itself. Everyone has a secret. As tensions rise and time runs out, Darby and Morgan begin to wonder if they can believe one another 
. . . or if they can even trust themselves. 

Gold Mountain 
Betty G. Yee 
Published by Carolrhoda Lab 
April 5, 2022 
 
Working on the Transcontinental Railroad promises a fortune—for those who survive. 

Growing up in 1860s China, Tam Ling Fan has lived a life of comfort. Her father is wealthy enough to provide 
for his family but unconventional enough to spare Ling Fan from the debilitating foot-binding required of 
most well-off girls. But Ling Fan’s life is upended when her brother dies of influenza and their father is 

imprisoned under false accusations. Hoping to earn the money that will secure her father’s release, Ling Fan disguises herself as a 
boy and takes her brother’s contract to work for the Central Pacific Railroad Company in America. 

Life on “the Gold Mountain” is grueling and dangerous. To build the railroad that will connect the west coast to the east, Ling Fan 
and other Chinese laborers lay track and blast tunnels through the treacherous peaks of the Sierra Nevada, facing cave-ins, 
avalanches, and blizzards—along with hostility from white Americans. 

When someone threatens to expose Ling Fan’s secret, she must take an even greater risk to save what’s left of her family . . . and to 
escape the Gold Mountain alive. 

 
 
 
 



My Mechanical Romance 
Alexene Farol Follmuth 
Published by Holiday House Books 
May 31, 2022 
 
Bel doesn't want to think about the future. College apps? You’re funny. Extracurriculars? Not a chance. Joining 
a robotics club filled with boys who ignore her or--even worse--constantly ask if she needs help? Please, 
anything but that. But when she accidentally reveals a talent for engineering in class, she has no choice. Enter 
Mateo Luna, the handsome captain of the club. 
 

Teo instantly recognizes Bel's talent. He needs her on the team. And not just because he can't stop thinking about the tiny dusting 
of freckles around her eyes, or how she got him hooked on Taylor Swift--it's because Bel sees him. She challenges him. But when 
they seriously start butting heads, Bel wonders: Is there really room for a girl like her in STEM? 
 

The Memory Index 
Julian R. Vaca 
Published by Thomas Nelson Fiction 
August 9, 2022 

In an alternative 1987, a disease ravages human memories. There is no cure, only artificial recall. The lucky 
ones—the recollectors—need the treatment only once a day. 

Freya Izquierdo isn’t lucky. The high school senior is a “degen” who needs artificial recall several times a day. 
Plagued by blinding half-memories that take her to her knees, she’s desperate to remember everything that will help her investigate 
her father’s violent death. When her sleuthing almost lands her in jail, a shadowy school dean selects her to attend his Foxtail 
Academy, where five hundred students will trial a new tech said to make artificial recall obsolete. 

She’s the only degen on campus. Why was she chosen? Freya is nothing like the other students, not even her new friends Ollie, 
Chase, and the alluring Fletcher Cohen. Definitely not at all like the students who start to vanish, one by one. And nothing like the 
mysterious Dean Mendelsohn, who has a bunker deep in the woods behind the school. Nothing can prepare Freya and her friends 
for the truth of what that bunker holds. And what kind of memories she’ll have to access to survive it. 

Spells for Lost Things 
Jenna Evans Welch 
Published by Simon & Schuster 
September 27, 2022 

Willow has never felt like she belonged anywhere and is convinced that the only way to find a true home is to 
travel the world. But her plans to act on her dream are put on hold when her aloof and often absent mother 
drags Willow to Salem, Massachusetts, to wrap up the affairs of an aunt Willow didn’t even know she had. An 
aunt who may or may not have been a witch. 
 

There, she meets Mason, a loner who’s always felt out of place and has been in and out of foster homes his entire life. He’s been 
classified as one of the runaways, constantly searching for ways to make it back to his mom; even if she can’t take care of him, it’s 
his job to try and take care of her. Isn’t it? 
 
Naturally pulled to one another, Willow and Mason set out across Salem to discover the secret past of Willow’s mother, her aunt, 
and the ambiguous history of her family. During all of this, the two can’t help but act on their connection. But with the amount of 
baggage between them—and Willow’s growing conviction her family might be cursed—can they manage to hold onto each other? 
 

 
 

 



Girl Forgotten  
April Henry 
Published by Little Brown Books for Young Readers 
March 28, 2023 

Seventeen years ago, Layla Trello was murdered and her killer was never found. Enter true-crime fan Piper 
Gray, who is determined to reopen Layla’s case and get some answers. With the help of Jonas—who has a 
secret of his own—Piper starts a podcast investigating Layla’s murder. But as she digs deeper into the 
mysteries of the past, Piper begins receiving anonymous threats telling her to back off the investigation, or 

else. The killer is still out there, and Piper must uncover their identity before they silence her forever.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


