
  
 
 

 

 

2021-2022 It List Nominees 
 

American Road Trip  
by Patrick Flores-Scott  
Published September 18th 2018 by Henry Holt and Co. (BYR) 
 
With a strong, loving family, an incredibly loyal best friend, and a budding romance with the girl of 
his dreams, life shows promise for seventeen-year-old Teodoro “T” Avila. But he takes some hard hits 
the summer before his senior year when his nearly perfect brother Manny returns from a tour in Iraq 
with a devastating case of PTSD. 
 

In a desperate effort to save Manny from himself and pull their family back together, T's fiery sister Xochitl hoodwinks her 
brothers into a road trip with many stops along the road to visit loved ones from their past. 
 
 

Empress of All Seasons  

By Emiko Jean 
Published November 6th 2018 by HMH Books for Young Readers 
 
Each generation, a competition is held to find the next empress of Honoku. The rules are simple. 
Survive the palace’s enchanted seasonal rooms. Conquer Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall. Marry 
the prince. All are eligible to compete—all except yōkai, supernatural monsters and spirits whom the 
human emperor is determined to enslave and destroy. 
 

Mari has spent a lifetime training to become empress. Winning should be easy. And it would be, if she weren't hiding a 
dangerous secret. Mari is a yōkai with the ability to transform into a terrifying monster. If discovered, her life will be 
forfeit. As she struggles to keep her true identity hidden, Mari’s fate collides with that of Taro, the prince who has no 
desire to inherit the imperial throne, and Akira, a half-human, half-yōkai outcast. 
 
Torn between duty and love, loyalty and betrayal, vengeance and forgiveness, the choices of Mari, Taro, and Akira will 
decide the fate of Honoku in this beautifully written, edge-of-your-seat YA fantasy. 
 
 

Lovely War 
by Julie Berry 
Published March 5th 2019 by Viking Books for Young Readers 
 
It's 1917, and World War I is at its zenith when Hazel and James first catch sight of each other at a 
London party. She's a shy and talented pianist; he's a newly minted soldier with dreams of becoming 
an architect. When they fall in love, it's immediate and deep--and cut short when James is shipped off 
to the killing fields. 
 

Aubrey Edwards is also headed toward the trenches. A gifted musician who's played Carnegie Hall, he's a member of the 
15th New York Infantry, an all-African-American regiment being sent to Europe to help end the Great War. Love is the last 
thing on his mind. But that's before he meets Colette Fournier, a Belgian chanteuse who's already survived unspeakable 
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tragedy at the hands of the Germans. 
 
Thirty years after these four lovers' fates collide, the Greek goddess Aphrodite tells their stories to her husband, 
Hephaestus, and her lover, Ares, in a luxe Manhattan hotel room at the height of World War II. She seeks to answer the 
age-old question: Why are Love and War eternally drawn to one another? But her quest for a conclusion that will satisfy 
her jealous husband uncovers a multi-threaded tale of prejudice, trauma, and music and reveals that War is no match for 
the power of Love. 
 
A sweeping, multi-layered romance with a divine twist, by the Printz Honor-winning author of The Passion of Dolssa, set 
in the perilous days of World Wars I and II. 
 

Between the Lines 
by Nikki Grimes 
Published March 19th 2019 by Penguin Books  
 
This thought-provoking companion to Nikki Grimes' Coretta Scott King Award-winning Bronx 
Masquerade shows the capacity poetry has to express ideas and feelings, and connect us with 
ourselves and others. 
 
Darrian dreams of writing for the New York Times. To hone his skills and learn more about the power 

of words, he enrolls in Mr. Ward's class, known for its open-mic poetry readings and boys vs. girls poetry slam. Everyone 
in class has something important to say, and in sharing their poetry, they learn that they all face challenges and have a 
story to tell--whether it's about health problems, aging out of foster care, being bullied for religious beliefs, or having to 
take on too much responsibility because of an addicted parent. As Darrian and his classmates get to know one another 
through poetry, they bond over the shared experiences and truth that emerge from their writing, despite their private 
struggles and outward differences. 
 

The Last Voyage of Poe Blythe 
by Ally Condie 
Published March 26th 2019 by Dutton Books for Young Readers   
 
Who do you become when you have nothing left to lose? There is something Poe Blythe, the 
seventeen-year-old captain of the Outpost's last mining ship, wants far more than the gold they tear 
from the Serpentine River. Revenge. 
 
Poe has vowed to annihilate the river raiders who robbed her of everything two years ago. But as she 

navigates the treacherous waters of the Serpentine and realizes there might be a traitor among her crew, she must also 
reckon with who she has become, who she wants to be, and the ways love can change and shape you. Even - and especially 
- when you think all is lost. 
 
The fierce new YA novel from Ally Condie, the international bestselling author of the Matched trilogy, an intricately 
crafted and emotionally gripping story of one young woman's journey to move beyond the grief and anger that control her 
and find the inner strength to chart her own course. 
 
 

When We Were Lost 
By Kevin Wignall 
Published June 4th 2019 by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers 
 
When their plane crashes in a remote rainforest with no adults left alive, a group of high school 
students struggles to survive against sinister threats from the jungle -- and one another -- in this 
tense thriller. 
 
Tom Calloway didn't want to go on a field trip to Costa Rica, but circumstances had him ending up 
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sitting in the back of the plane -- which was the only part that was intact after the crash in the remote South American 
wilderness. Tom and a small group of his classmates are fortunate to be alive, but their luck quickly runs out when some of 
them fall prey to the unfamiliar threats of the jungle: animals, reptiles, insects, and even the unforgiving heat. Every 
decision they make could mean life or death. 
 
As the days go by and the survivors' desperation grows, things get even more perilous. Not everyone can cope with the 
trauma of seeing their friends die, and a struggle for leadership soon pits them against each other. And when they come 
across evidence of other people in the middle of the rainforest, does that mean they're safe -- or has their survival come to 
an even more vicious end? 
 

Sorcery of Thorns 

By Margaret Rogerson 
Published June 4th 2019 by Margaret K. McElderry Books 
 
All sorcerers are evil. Elisabeth has known that as long as she has known anything. Raised as a 
foundling in one of Austermeer’s Great Libraries, Elisabeth has grown up among the tools of 
sorcery—magical grimoires that whisper on shelves and rattle beneath iron chains. If provoked, they 
transform into grotesque monsters of ink and leather. She hopes to become a warden, charged with 
protecting the kingdom from their power. 
 

Then an act of sabotage releases the library’s most dangerous grimoire. Elisabeth’s desperate intervention implicates her 
in the crime, and she is torn from her home to face justice in the capital. With no one to turn to but her sworn enemy, the 
sorcerer Nathaniel Thorn, and his mysterious demonic servant, she finds herself entangled in a centuries-old conspiracy. 
Not only could the Great Libraries go up in flames, but the world along with them. 
 
As her alliance with Nathaniel grows stronger, Elisabeth starts to question everything she’s been taught—about sorcerers, 
about the libraries she loves, even about herself. For Elisabeth has a power she has never guessed, and a future she could 
never have imagined.  

 

Dear Haiti, Love Alaine 
By Maika Moulite and Maritza Moulite 
Published September 3rd 2019 by Inkyard Press  
 
Co-written by sisters Maika and Maritza Moulite, and told in epistolary style through letters, articles, 
emails, and diary entries, this exceptional debut novel captures a sparkling new voice and irrepressible 
heroine in a celebration of storytelling sure to thrill fans of Nicola Yoon, Ibi Zoboi and Jenna Evans 
Welch!  
 

Alaine Beauparlant has heard about Haiti all her life… 
 
But the stories were always passed down from her dad—and her mom, when she wasn’t too busy with her high-profile 
newscaster gig. But when Alaine’s life goes a bit sideways, it’s time to finally visit Haiti herself. 
 
What she learns about Haiti’s proud history as the world’s first black republic (with its even prouder people) is one thing, 
but what she learns about her own family is another. Suddenly, the secrets Alaine’s mom has been keeping, including a 
family curse that has spanned generations, can no longer be avoided. 
 
It’s a lot to handle, without even mentioning that Alaine is also working for her aunt’s nonprofit, which sends 
underprivileged kids to school and boasts one annoyingly charming intern. But if anyone can do it all, it’s Alaine. 
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Butterfly Yellow 
By Thanhha Lai 
Published September 3rd 2019 by HarperCollins 
 
In the final days of the Việt Nam War, Hằng takes her little brother, Linh, to the airport, determined 
to find a way to safety in America. In a split second, Linh is ripped from her arms—and Hằng is left 
behind in the war-torn country. 
 
Six years later, Hằng has made the brutal journey from Việt Nam and is now in Texas as a refugee. 
She doesn’t know how she will find the little brother who was taken from her until she meets LeeRoy, 

a city boy with big rodeo dreams, who decides to help her. 
Hằng is overjoyed when she reunites with Linh. But when she realizes he doesn’t remember her, their family, or Việt Nam, 
her heart is crushed. Though the distance between them feels greater than ever, Hằng has come so far that she will do 
anything to bridge the gap. 
 

Nameless Queen 
By Rebecca McLaughlin 
Published January 7th 2020 by Crown  
 
One girl must make a name for herself--or die trying --in this royal fantasy where an unknown peasant 
becomes the ultimate ruler. But how long can she keep the crown if everyone wants her dead? Perfect 
for fans of Furyborn, Red Queen, and Everless. 
 
Everyone expected the king's daughter would inherit the throne. No one expected me. 

It shouldn't even be possible. I'm Nameless, a class of citizens so disrespected, we don't even get names. Heck, dozens of 
us have been going missing for months and no one seems to care. 
 
But there's no denying the tattoo emblazoned on my arm. I am queen. In a palace where the corridors are more dangerous 
the streets, though, how could I possibly rule? And what will become of the Nameless if I don't? 

  

Woven in Moonlight 

By Isabel Ibañez 
Published January 7th 2020 by Page Street Books 
 
A lush tapestry of magic, romance, and revolución, drawing inspiration from Bolivian politics and 
history. 
 
Ximena is the decoy Condesa, a stand-in for the last remaining Illustrian royal. Her people lost 
everything when the usurper, Atoc, used an ancient relic to summon ghosts and drive the Illustrians 
from La Ciudad. Now Ximena’s motivated by her insatiable thirst for revenge, and her rare ability to 

spin thread from moonlight. 
 
When Atoc demands the real Condesa’s hand in marriage, it’s Ximena’s duty to go in her stead. She relishes the chance, as 
Illustrian spies have reported that Atoc’s no longer carrying his deadly relic. If Ximena can find it, she can return the true 
aristócrata to their rightful place. 
 
She hunts for the relic, using her weaving ability to hide messages in tapestries for the resistance. But when a masked 
vigilante, a warm-hearted princess, and a thoughtful healer challenge Ximena, her mission becomes more complicated. 
There could be a way to overthrow the usurper without starting another war, but only if Ximena turns her back on 
revenge—and her Condesa. 
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The Truth App  
By Jack Heath 
Published February 25th 2020 by Simon Schuster Books for Young Readers 
 
In this pulse-pounding techno-thriller, Jack Heath creates a world where everyone knows when you 
lie—and telling the truth doesn’t always set you free. 
 
Jarli likes to think he’s an honest guy. He’s a big believer in telling the truth, no matter what. So, he 
develops The Truth App, a mobile application that listens in on your conversations and can tell when 

someone’s lying. Then his app goes viral and, suddenly, Jarli is an internet sensation. 
 
But, soon enough, Jarli realizes that being famous can be dangerous—especially when you’ve just exposed everyone’s 
deepest, darkest secrets. Now his entire town is out to get him; kids at school, teachers, the police, even his own family. 
Also, an underground network of criminals has just added Jarli to their hit list. Sometimes, exposing the truth comes with 
a price… 
 

The Silence of Bones  
By June Hur 
Published April 21st 2020 by Feiwel & Friends  
 
1800, Joseon (Korea). Homesick and orphaned sixteen-year-old Seol is living out the ancient curse: 
“May you live in interesting times.” Indentured to the police bureau, she’s been tasked with assisting 
a well-respected young inspector with the investigation into the politically charged murder of a 
noblewoman. 
 
As they delve deeper into the dead woman's secrets, Seol forms an unlikely bond of friendship with 

the inspector. But her loyalty is tested when he becomes the prime suspect, and Seol may be the only one capable of 
discovering what truly happened on the night of the murder. But in a land where silence and obedience are valued above 
all else, curiosity can be deadly. 
June Hur's elegant and haunting debut The Silence of Bones is a bloody tale perfect for fans of Kerri Maniscalco and 
Renée Ahdieh. 
 

Fractured Tide 
By Leslie Lutz 
Published May 5th 2020 by Blink  
 
Lost meets Stranger Things in this eerie, immersive YA thriller, thrusting seventeen-year-old Sia 
into a reality where the waters in front of her and the jungle behind her are as dangerous as the 
survivors alongside her. 
 

Sia practically grew up in the water scuba diving, and wreck dives are run of the mill. Take the tourists out. Explore the 
reef. Uncover the secrets locked in the sunken craft. But this time ... the dive goes terribly wrong. 
 
Attacked by a mysterious creature, Sia's boat is sunk, her customers are killed, and she washes up on a deserted island 
with no sign of rescue in sight. Waiting in the water is a seemingly unstoppable monster that is still hungry. In the jungle 
just off the beach are dangers best left untested. When Sia reunites with a handful of survivors, she sees it as the first sign 
of light. 
 
Sia is wrong. Between the gulf of deadly seawater in front of her and suffocating depth of the jungle behind her, even the 
island isn't what it seems. 
 
Haunted by her own mistakes and an inescapable dread, Sia's best hope for finding answers may rest in the center of the 
island, at the bottom of a flooded sinkhole that only she has the skills to navigate. But even if the creature lurking in the 
depths doesn't swallow her and the other survivors, the secrets of their fractured reality on the island might. 
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A Song of Wraiths and Ruin 
By Roseanne A. Brown 
Published June 2nd 2020 by Balzer + Bray 
 
For Malik, the Solstasia festival is a chance to escape his war-stricken home and start a new life with 
his sisters in the prosperous desert city of Ziran. But when a vengeful spirit abducts Malik’s younger 
sister, Nadia, as payment into the city, Malik strikes a fatal deal—kill Karina, Crown Princess of Ziran, 
for Nadia’s freedom. 
 
But Karina has deadly aspirations of her own. Her mother, the Sultana, has been assassinated; her 

court threatens mutiny; and Solstasia looms like a knife over her neck. Grief-stricken, Karina decides to resurrect her 
mother through ancient magic . . . requiring the beating heart of a king. And she knows just how to obtain one: by offering 
her hand in marriage to the victor of the Solstasia competition. 
When Malik rigs his way into the contest, they are set on a course to destroy each other. But as attraction flares between 
them and ancient evils stir, will they be able to see their tasks to the death?  
 
The first in a fantasy duology inspired by West African folklore in which a grieving crown princess and a desperate refugee 
find themselves on a collision course to murder each other despite their growing attraction. 
 

Rebel Spy 
By Veronica Rossi 
Published June 23rd 2020 by Delacorte Press  
 
A reimagining of the story behind Agent 355--a New York society girl and spy for George Washington 
during the Revolutionary War--perfect for fans of Tatiana de Rosnay's Sarah's Key and the novels of 
Julie Berry. 
 
Rebellious Frannie Tasker knows little about the war between England and its thirteen colonies in 

1776, until a shipwreck off her home in Grand Bahama Island presents an unthinkable opportunity. The body of a young 
woman floating in the sea gives Frannie the chance to escape her brutal stepfather--and she takes it. 
 
Assuming the identity of the drowned Emmeline Coates, Frannie is rescued by a British merchant ship and sails with the 
crew to New York. For the next three years, Frannie lives a lie as Miss Coates, swept up in a courtship by a dashing British 
lieutenant. But after witnessing the darker side of the war, she realizes that her position gives her power. Soon she finds 
herself eavesdropping on British officers, risking everything to pass information on to George Washington's Culper spy 
ring as agent 355. Frannie believes in the fight for American liberty--but what will it cost her? Inspired by the true "355" 
and rich in historical detail and intrigue, this is the story of an unlikely New York society girl turned an even unlikelier spy. 
 

Sisters of Sword and Song  
By Rebecca Ross 
Published June 23rd 2020 by HarperTeen 
 
From the author of The Queen’s Rising comes a thrilling YA stand-alone fantasy about the 
unbreakable bond between sisters. Perfect for fans of Ember in the Ashes, Sky in the Deep, and Court 
of Fives. 
 
After eight long years, Evadne will finally be reunited with her older sister, Halcyon, who has been 
proudly serving in the queen’s army. But when Halcyon appears earlier than expected, Eva knows 

something has gone terribly wrong. Halcyon is on the run, hunted by her commander and charged with murder. 
 
Though Halcyon’s life is spared during her trial, the punishment is heavy. And when Eva volunteers to serve part of 
Halcyon’s sentence, she’s determined to find out exactly what happened. But as Eva begins her sentence, she quickly 
learns that there are fates much worse than death.   
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10 Things I Hate About Pinky  
By Sandhya Menon 
Published July 21st 2020 by Simon Pulse 
 
Pinky Kumar wears the social justice warrior badge with pride. From raccoon hospitals to persecuted 
rock stars, no cause is too esoteric for her to champion. But a teeny-tiny part of her also really enjoys 
making her conservative, buttoned-up corporate lawyer parents cringe. 
 
Samir Jha might have a few . . . quirks remaining from the time he had to take care of his sick mother, 

like the endless lists he makes in his planner and the way he schedules every minute of every day, but those are good 
things. They make life predictable and steady. 
 
Pinky loves lazy summers at her parents’ Cape Cod lake house, but after listening to them harangue her about the poor 
decisions (aka boyfriends) she’s made, she hatches a plan. Get her sorta-friend-sorta-enemy, Samir—who is a total 
Harvard-bound Mama’s boy—to pose as her perfect boyfriend for the summer. As they bicker their way through 
lighthouses and butterfly habitats, sparks fly, and they both realize this will be a summer they'll never forget. 

 

Ignite the Sun 
By Hanna Howard 
Published August 18th 2020 by Blink 
 

Once upon a time, there was something called the sun... In a kingdom ruled by an evil witch, the sun is 
just part of a legend about light-filled days of old. Luckily for everybody in the kingdom, Siria 
Nightingale is headed to the heart of the darkness to try and restore the light--or she will lose 
everything trying. 
 

Sixteen-year-old Siria Nightingale has never seen the sun. The light is dangerous, according to Queen Iyzabel, an evil 
witch who has shrouded the kingdom in shadow. 
 
Siria has always hated the darkness and revels in the stories of the light-filled old days that she hears from her best friend 
and his grandfather. Besides them, nobody else understands her fascination with the sun, especially not her strict and 
demanding parents. Siria's need to please them is greater even than her fear of the dark. So, she heads to the royal city--
the very center of the darkness--for a chance at a place in Queen Iyzabel's court. 
 
But what Siria discovers at the Choosing Ball sends her on a quest toward the last vestiges of the sun with a ragtag group of 
rebels who could help her bring back the Light... or doom the kingdom to shadow forever. 
 

Twin Daggers 
By MarcyKate Connolly  
Published August 25th 2020 by Blink 
 
Aissa's life is a web of carefully constructed lies. She and her twin sister, Zandria, are Magi spies, 
magic users most believe to be extinct. And they're on a mission for revenge. 
 
By day, Aissa and Zandria play the role of normal young Technocrats eager to fulfill the duties of their 
new apprenticeships. By night, they plot their revenge to retake their city from the Technocrats. But 

then Aissa is given a new mission: find the heir to the Technocrat throne, who is rumored to be one of the Heartless, and 
kidnap her. Born without a working heart, the Heartless survive with a mechanical replacement. 
 
Aissa is more likely to be caught than to be successful, but she's never been one to turn down an assignment, even if the 
hunt is complicated by a kind Technocrat researcher who is determined to find a cure for the Heartless. But when Zandria 
is captured by the Technocrats, Aissa will do anything to get her sister back. Even if it means abandoning all other 
loyalties--and missions--and deciding whether or not it's worth risking everything on getting help from her sworn 
enemies. 


