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Pre-reading questions

1. Though there are many different themes throughout the book, one that stays concurrent is

sacrifice. Have you read any other books where the theme was something similar?

2. What do you like about the cover? Does it match the description of the book? If you could

change the cover, how would you redesign it?

3. This book is set in Mexico. Have you read any other books with a similar setting? What genre or

setting is your favorite to read?

Post-reading questions

1. Did you like how this book ended? Were you surprised by it? If you could change the ending of

this book, how would you change it and why?

2. Who were your favorite and least favorite characters? Why?

3. What lessons did Clara learn in the story?

4. In the story, after Chita dies, Esteban is convinced that he hears his mom singing and he must go

to her. Do you think that after going through a death like Esteban that you would follow the

voice? What would you have done differently?

5. In the story, Clara discovers that she was chosen by fate to be essentially the prize of la loteria.

Did you think her reaction was appropriate? If you were the author, how might you have

changed how she was impacted by this news?

6. Compare and contrast Life and Death. How were they alike and different? Did Lady Death,

Catrina have any redeeming qualities?

7. In the book, Life and Death meet to play a game, this game decides whether Clara will live or

not. Who did you want to win the game? Explain why.

8. In the book, we find out that the reason El Diablo is tricking all these kids into the Arsean is

because there is a young king who wants to stay young. What did you think about this king? Was

there any good to him? Do you think the author should’ve written him differently?

9. If you could change something about one of the characters, what would you change and why?

10. Towards the end of the book, Clara sacrifices her freedom for Esteban’s and remains

imprisoned. Do you think you would do the same? Why or why not?

Post-reading activities

1. Come up with a Like, Try, Why for this book. Tell the group another book they should try if they

like this book, and why they are similar or would appeal to a reader who enjoyed this book.

2. Do some research on La Lotería - a traditional Mexican card game.  Learn how to play and

create your own game of Lotería!

3. If you are coming to TomeCon, come up with a question to ask the author, Karla Valenti, about

the book during her virtual chat session!

www.tomesociety.org ©Copyright, Tome Society. This document may be reprinted with this copyright statement included and distributed
for educational purposes only. No other resale use may be made of material at any time. All other rights reserved.



More About This Book

Author’s Website: https://karlavalenti.com

Author Interview: https://youtu.be/0dKpyy8__VA

Publisher’s Discussion Guide:

https://karlavalenti.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Loteria_Readers-Guide.pdf
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