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Pre-reading questions

1. If you could time travel to any time period in the past, which time would you choose and why?

2. Ailey and his Grampa have a very close relationship. Do you have a close relationship with

someone older, like a grandparent?

3. Tap-dancing was very popular in the 1930s.  Do some research on famous tap dancers of that

time period.  What did you find?

Post-reading questions

1. Ailey freezes up at his big audition in the beginning of the book.  Have you ever had stage fright?

What did you think of everyone’s reactions to Ailey freezing up?

2. One of Ailey and Grampa’s pastimes is stargazing.  Have you ever looked at the night sky and

found specific stars or constellations?

3. Think about how Ailey changes throughout the book.  How did you see his time-travel

experience change him?

4. Think about Ailey’s reaction to discovering the shoes had transported him to Harlem in 1939.

Do you think he reacted appropriately? How do you think you would have reacted?

5. When Ailey first met King, what did you think of him? Did you think he was going to be a friend

to Ailey?

6. Think about the scene where Sammy kicks Ailey out of the house.  Do you think Sammy was

justified? What would you have done in his position?

7. At the end of the book, Grampa tells Ailey, “...my stars are right where they need to be.”  What

do you think he meant by this?

8. What did you think about the ending of the book?

Post-reading activities

1. Throughout the book, the kids in the 1930s use a lot of slang that is confusing to Ailey.  Do some

research on slang language from that decade and create an infographic with the information you

find.  Follow the guidelines to enter it into the Infographic competition.

2. Ailey raps all throughout the book.  Choose a topic and write your own rap and perform it for the

group.
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