TomeCon 2026 Grades 2-5 Concurrent Session Descriptions (View Complete Schedule)

Unless otherwise noted, all concurrent sessions are 45-minutes in duration.

Presenter

Audience Grades
& Times

Session Title

Session Description

Location

Lynne KeIIy

Grades 2-5

12:15pm
1:15 pm
2:15pm

Plotting with Character

All stories have obstacles, but every character responds
differently to those obstacles. Whether you like to plan your
whole book before you start writing or figure it out as you
go, the characters you create determine how your story
unfolds. In this session we’ll work on developing characters
that drive the plot, and plot points that reveal who our
characters are.

Athena E

Grades 2-5

12:15pm
1:15 pm
2:15pm

Tapping into
Imagination,
a Typewriter Workshop

In this session, we’ll discuss how to find your unique voice as
a storyteller, and how to build imaginative yet relatable

characters that help share those stories. Students will get

the opportunity to test out their ideas on actual typewriters.

Athena F

Stephen
Bramucci

Grades 2-5

12:15pm
1:15 pm
2:15pm

Write What You Know
but Make Up Stuff, too!

Award-winning author Steve Bramucci shares how real-life
experiences influenced all three of his novels, particularly his
recent book, "Race for the Ruby Turtle." But rather than
putting life experiences into the book verbatim, he shares
with young authors how to remix their lived experiences and
turn them into something thrilling and cohesive.

Grand Hall
3

Tracy Badua
F

Grades 2-5

12:15pm
1:15 pm
2:15pm

Superstitions and
Storytelling

This session dives into how perceive and define
superstitions, their global origins, and how they ramp up the
stakes not only in our everyday lives but also in fiction. As an
in-session activity, attendees will either dream up a new
superstition or build out the backstory of one they already
know; we’ll share with the group, who'll guess whether it's
an existing superstition or one created at TomeCon!

Grand Hall
5

Grades 2-5

12:15pm
1:15 pm
2:15pm

Dogs! And Cats! And
Mules! Oh My!

Return to the world of Stella, Just Gus, and Millie with
bestselling author McCall Hoyle to discuss why animals rule
the world of children’s books. Learn why McCall’s main
characters are mostly dogs. Watch videos of her dogs in
action. Get a sneak peek of the dog and breed that will star
in McCall's upcoming release, submit names for animals in
McCall's next book, and possibly take home a dog-themed
prize. Attendees will leave feeling inspired to read animal
books, hug their own pets, and write an animal story of their

own.

Olympia 1

Jenni Walsh
NBeerion
HAPPY

Grades 2-5

12:15pm
1:15 pm
2:15pm

Books & Bingo

What does it really take to write and publish a book?
Through a lively game of bingo, author Jenni L. Walsh shares
the real milestones of her writing life—from rejection and
revision and everything in between. Each square sparks a
quick, candid story, offering insight, encouragement, and a
behind-the-scenes look at the journey to Operation: Happy.
Play along, learn something new, and win prizes inspired by

the book.

Olympia 2

Hall County

Library System

‘Public
Library

Library

Library’ >
of the Year

Grades
2-5

12:30 pm*
1:15 pm
2:15pm

Game Show Challenge:
The Wheel of Jeopardy
Fortune and Friendly
Feud Is Right!

*12:30pm: Shortened
session to 30 minutes
(pair with visiting the one

Season three of our mixed-up game show drops today with
hands-on team challenges, trivia, a prize wheel and more!
Survey says...you don't want to miss out!

Grand Hall
1

of our drop-in offerings)



http://www.tomesociety.org/tomecon-qr.html

Audience Grades

Location

Presenter & Times Session Title Session Description
Joey Weiser . .
PR Grades Drawing Mons_ters with Joey Weiser discusses the process of creating fictional
2-5% Joey Weiser creatures and worlds, using examples from his graphic Grand Hall
novels, including his latest book The Littlest Fighter! Weiser
1:15 pm *Not offered to will draw some examples and use audience suggestions to 4
I
2:15pm Grades 2-5 at 12:15pm create a new creature from scratch!
Grades
2-5
Should we actually Embrace Ectotherms? Probably not, but
Kathy Church ) Embracing Ectotherms | join Kathy Church of Ga DNR and her slithery, cold-blooded | Athena C
12:15 pm friends to find out why or why not.
1:15 pm
2:15pm
Drop In Journey into a literary showdown where quick wits and book
smarts meet in speedy "minute to win it" challenges! Lively
. . i ked with T Book Award themed tasks, Grand Hall
Tome Team Grades 2-5: 12- Minute to Win It SR PRELE L OIS B0 , ek
puzzles, and quizzes. Whether you're stacking book towers 2
3pm or unscrambling words, every second matters as you vie for
victory against the clock.
Brers i Join us for "Make & Take: Book Inspired Crafts," sponsored
P by the Marta Chapman Memorial Foundation. Attendees
Marta Chapman can unleash their creativity by crafting fun projects inspired
Memor:)al Grades 2-5: 11- Make & Take: by their favorite books! Whether you're a book loverora | Athena A &
. 3pm Book Inspired Crafts crafting enthusiast, this hands-on session offers a unique B
Foundation All Grades: 3:00- opportunity to bring s'torie's to life through art. Get ready to
embrace a world of imagination and leave with your very
4:00pm
: own literary-inspired masterpiece!
X Brought to you by The Storybook Market, the TomeCon Book
Shopping The Official Fair features all titles from your TomeCon author presenters
The Storybook All Grades TomeCon plus the 25-26 & 26-27 Tome Book Award winners! Grab Athena D
Market 8:30 AM —4:30 . your favorites and get them signed during the afternoon
PM Book Fair author signing sessions. Embrace the journey and discover
your next great read!
Shopping . _ Athena
Chick-fil-a Plus All Grades Snack Stand + Meal RS ENEIEINE] U SO el CEIFIERIES, EHle, G | ffoty frey
. ) . . bars, drinks) and Chick-fil-a breakfast and lunch (including h
Pop Up 8:30 AM - 4:00 Options in Venue vegetarian) menu items. Cash & Card Accepted. of the
PM escalators)
Vendors, Raffle Baskets, &
Tome Merchandise
Get your Tome t-shirts, stickers, and more!
Purchases of less than $5 are cash only. Processing
fee added for credit card transactions.
Raffle Basket:
e 8:30 AM - 2:45 PM — Raffle Basket Entry
Shopping o $1=1ticket OR $5 =7 tickets
Tome Merch & All Grades . e 2:45PM - LAST Chance to Enter Raffle Basket .
. Shopping . . Atrium
Bookish Vendors | 8:30 AM —4:30 Drawings in Atrium.
PM e 3:45 PM - Winners Posted at

tomesociety.org/tomecon-gr
e 3:45PM -4:30 PM - Basket winners can pick
up from the Tome Merch table. (Students
should be accompanied by an adult
(adviser/parent) to pick up their winning
basket). All Baskets must be picked up by

4:30 PM.



https://www.ngcf.org/stories-of-philanthropy/marta-chapman/
https://thestorybookmkt.com/
http://www.tomesociety.org/tomecon-vendors.html
http://www.tomesociety.org/tomecon-vendors.html
https://tome-society.printify.me/
http://www.tomesociety.org/tomecon-qr.html

