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1.What are your initials thoughts of the book based on the cover?

2.Do you think this book will be accurate to history?

3.This book takes place in 1952 during the Korean War. What do you know about the Korean

War? What do you think will be the differences in books written about the Korean War

from the American involvement perspective vs. this book from a Korean perspective? 

pre-reading questions

1.What would be going through your head if your home was taken over by foreigners? Why?

2.Ahpa said that it’s not the people to blame, but the evil madmen in charge. Why? Do you

agree or disagree with this statement?

3.Why do you think Myung-gi lied to his parents about getting beat up by the boys from his

school?

4.Ahpa said that books were a window into the world, but Myung-gi said they were his world.

How do you think Myung-gi becoming obsessed with books affected him mentally? Why do

you think he got carried away in the stories?

5.Would you rather live in the past or the future? Do you agree or disagree with Ahpa’s answer

of “neither”?

6.Do you agree with Ahpa’s decision to potentially endanger his family to protest against the

Soviet Union? Why or why not?

7.How do you comfort yourself in moments when everything is terrifying? Are you like

Myung-gi, bottling it up and quoting books to calm you? Why or why not?

8."You can’t control the people around you. All you can control is yourself.” What are your

thoughts on this quote from pg. 122? Do you agree or disagree with Myung-gi’s thoughts?

9.“Why is it so hard to live in peace?” What steps can you take to live in peace daily, making

this statement untrue?

10.Why do you think Myung-gi doesn’t want to let anyone see what he truly feels? Do you

agree or disagree with the wall he puts up between him and his loved ones?

11.“loved him for himself, or rather, loved him in spite of himself…” what do you think of this

quote from Les Miserables and how it relates to Myung-gi’s issue of letting people into his

life?

12.Do you think Myung-gi is satisfied with how his life turned out? Do you think he regrets his

decisions of the past or made peace with it?

post-reading questions
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post-reading Activities
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1.In the Tunnel is a companion novel to Brother’s Keeper by Julie Lee.

Check the book out from your library and read it, then compare and

make connections between the two books. 

2.Create a Historical Fiction Infographic based on the Korean War.  Follow

the guidelines and submit your final product to the Historical Fiction

Infographic competition. 

3.Choose one key event from In the Tunnel. Create a two-column

comparison showing how Myung-gi and a soldier from the opposing

side might have viewed the event differently. Explain who had more

power in the situation and why.

4.What does Myung-gi want most by the end of the novel? Create a

“Future Map” showing the future you think he wants, the choices he

makes to pursue it, and the obstacles that stand in his way. Support your

ideas with specific examples from the novel.

5.Julie Lee is coming to TomeCon 2027! Come up with some questions to

ask her during her session. 

Author's Website

Author's Instagram

more about this book
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Author Blog Post

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vRPty5SxlU-GxjWiwPNcg6YHw_Nu7eTGs6yhP8-RVpP4YjsLgzR8w9CBqVZyqA7HCePV_WrG-2xzkJc/pub
https://www.julieleeauthor.com/
https://www.instagram.com/julieleeauthor
https://teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2023/06/01/in-the-tunnel-one-companion-novels-purpose-a-guest-post-by-julie-lee/
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