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1.The story is set in Puerto Rico. Research Puerto Rican history, climate, and
culture, including mythology. 

2.Research Taíno people and culture. 
3.Nico has a goal for his future. What goals and ideas do you have for your

future? What would you be willing to sacrifice to achieve your lifelong dream?
4.One of the themes of this book is belonging. What does it mean to belong? Can

you belong to more than one place or culture?
5.What questions do you already have about the book before you begin?

pre-reading questions

1.Which character changed the most in this book? What caused that change?

2.Which scene or event was the most important to the story? Why?

3.Each of the cousins calls Abuela by a different name. Why do you think they do? What does

it mean?

4.Compare and contrast the three cousins. Which cousin do you most identify with? How did

they each change throughout the story?

5.Compare and contrast the different mythological characters in the novel. How did they

affect the story? How did the cousins change as they got to know each of them? 

6.What would Nico’s summer have been like if Kira and Nessi weren’t with him?

7.Nica, Kira, and Nessi are called gringos in Puerto Rica and Puerto Ricans in the United

States. Where do they belong? Have you ever experienced a sense of not belonging?

8.How does the island of Puerto Rica impact the story? Could this story have been set

somewhere else? 

9.Did any part of the story surprise you? What did the author do to build suspense or

tension?

10.Did the characters make choices you agree or disagree with? Why? 

11.How did Nico’s goals of getting into LaGuardia change? What choices did he make that

affected that goal?

12.What did Nico, Kira, and Nessi learn about their family heritage? What do you know about

your family’s heritage?

post-reading questions
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post-reading Activities
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1.Create an infographic about Taíno and Puerto Rican mythology.

Ask your adviser how to submit your creation in the fall Tome

Infographic Competition.

2.Compare and contrast Taíno and Puerto Rican mythology with

other mythology from other cultures. 

3.Create your own video essay about your school, your family,

any topic you would like. 

4.Create a Character Scrapbook Page for one of the characters,

Nico, Kira, Nessi, Abuela, etc. Ask your adviser how to submit

your creation in the fall Tome Book Award Character

Scrapbook Page competition.

Author's Website

Author's Instagram

more about this book

Book Trailer
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