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They have wealth
and reputation—
now is their chance

to find love.
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THE PAVENPORTS BISCUSSION GUIBE

—  PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1.The Davenports follows four young African American women during 1910. Not only would women
not have the right to vote for another 10 years, but the young women also deal with racial
prejudice throughout the book. These injustices are a large part of the plot of The Davenports. How
does that time period differ from ours today?

2.8ibling relationships are crucial to the plot of The Davenports. Throughout the book, the siblings
not only grow closer together but also gain a deeper understanding of each other. Do you have
siblings? How can you work to better understand your siblings? If you don’t have siblings, apply
this question to your cousins or close friends.

3.Throughout the book, each of the four young women gains confidence to take control of numerous
aspects of their lives, discovering passions and learning to trust. What is one example of where
you’ve gained confidence in your own life?

— POST-READING QUESTIONS

1.How do John and Helen’s plans for the Davenport Carriage Company show their
understanding of the importance of innovation?

2.0livia and Helen are presented as characters that appear to be opposites in the
beginning of the story. However, throughout the story they grow to be more
similar. What similarities do you see between the two characters, and how do they
use those similarities to work together?

3.In what ways does the memory of Amy-Rose’s mother affect her choices and
aspirations throughout the story?

4.Ruby’s parents have a lot of expectations for her, from securing a proposal from
John to contributing financially to her father’s cause. How does Ruby respond to
those expectations, and how do those expectations affect her relationships with her
friends?

5.Throughout the book, Olivia develops a passion for social justice and community.
How does this passion affect her actions and her desires?

6.Jim Crow laws are discussed in the book. What does the discussion of these
practices signify in the context of the Davenports?

7.0riginally, Helen has harsh opinions of Mrs. Milford; however, as the story
progresses, Mrs. Milford proves to be more than what Helen thought. How does

Mrs. Milford and Helen’s relationship represent Helen’s feelings about herself?

www.tomesociety.org

©Copyright, Tome Society. This document may be reprinted with this copyright statement included and
distributed for educational purposes only. No other resale use may be made of material at any time. All other
rights reserved.



THE PAVENPORTS BISCVSSION GCUIPE

POST-READING ACTIVITIES

1.The Davenport is about a wealthy African American family in

Chicago during the early 1900s. The story is fictional, but the
author claims inspiration from the life of C.R. Patterson. Do your
own research and create a compare-and-contrast between the
true story of C.R. Patterson and the fictional story of the
Davenports.

2.Carriages are the Davenport family business; the introduction of

automobiles poses a threat to the company. Create an infographic
about the transition from horse-drawn carriages to automobiles

in the 1900s. Follow the guidelines to enter your creation into the

Infographic competition.

3.Ruby’s father was campaigning to become the first African

American mayor of Chicago. However, in real life, Chicago did not

elect its first African American mayor. Harold Washington, until
1983, over 70 years in the future from where The Davenports is

set. Write an essay about Harold Washington's campaign.

e Author's Website ¢ Publisher’s

e Author's Instagram  Discussion Guide
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