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Protect the castle.
Save the kingdom.
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—  PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1.Look closely at the book's title and cover. What details do you notice? What do those clues

make you think the story will be about? What questions do you have before you start reading?

2.Have you read stories with magic before? What kinds of magical characters, places, or objects
do you usually find in those books? How do you think magic changes the problems characters
have to solve?

3.What makes a place feel like home? Is it the people, the memories, the traditions, or
something else? Can a place still feel like home if it changes? Explain your thinking.

4.What qualities make someone a good leader? Think about leaders you know from real life or
from books. What do they do that earns other people's trust and respect? Which quality do
you think is most important, and why?

— POST-READING QVESTIONS

1.Which character changed the most during the story? What happened that helped
them change? Do you think they changed for the better? Explain your answer.

2.Faye uses both her magic and her clever thinking to protect the castle. Which of her
choices do you think was the smartest or bravest? Why?

3.The castle feels almost like its own character in the story. How does it change as the
story unfolds? What do those changes tell us about what is happening to the people
who live there?

4.The book explores what makes someone a good leader, a brave person, and a
worthy apprentice. Which character shows these qualities best?

5.Girls were not allowed to become apprentices. How did that rule affect Faye's
choices and the story? Do you think the rule was fair? Why or why not?

6.If you had been in Faye's place, would you have made the same decisions she did?
Describe one choice you might have made differently and explain why.

7.What do you think is the most important lesson or message the author wanted
readers to learn? What parts of the story helped you figure that out?

8.Would you recommend The Girl Who Kept the Castle to a friend? What kind of
reader do you think would enjoy it most, and what would you tell them to convince

them to read it?

www.tomesociety.org

©Copyright, Tome Society. This document may be reprinted with this copyright statement included and
distributed for educational purposes only. No other resale use may be made of material at any time. All other
rights reserved.



THE EIRL WHO KEPT THE CASTLE BPISCVSSION EVIPE

— POST-READING ACTIVITIES

1.Create a Character Scrapbook Page for one of the characters,
Faye, Puck, Celurdur, etc. Ask your adviser how to submit your
creation in the fall Tome Book Award Character Scrapbook Page
competition.

2.Design your own competition to find the next apprentice. Who
would be invited? What challenges would be included? How
would you choose the winner?

3.Digitally redesign the cover using a computer program like
Canva. Ask your adviser how to submit your creation in the fall
Student Book Choice Book Cover Redesign Competition.

4.Draw or construct some of the rooms in Celurdur, either some of
the ones described or new ones.

5.Ryan Graudin is coming to TomeCon! Come up with some
questions to ask her during her session.

6.Read the next book in the series - The Witch Who Stormed the

Palace!

e Author's Website

e Author's Instagram
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