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1.Have you ever been on a cruise ship? What did you enjoy about the experience? What

aspects did you dislike? If you had to spend your entire life aboard a ship, what do you

think would be the hardest part?

2.Imagine growing up in a society where every opportunity, education, jobs, even your

future, is determined by your social class. How do you think that would affect the

choices you make?

3.Many dystopian stories ask whether survival is more important than freedom. If you

had to choose between living safely under strict control or risking everything for

freedom, which would you choose? Why?

pre-reading questions

1.Esther chooses no to help the girl who falls down during the leaflet drop at the

Lookout. Do you agree with her decision? Does learning what happened to the girl

during Hadley's interrogation change your opinion?

2.The novel is told through the perspectives of Esther, Nik, and Hadley. Why do you

think the author chose these three characters? How does each point of view shape

your understanding of the story?

3.Discuss Alex's character. Should Esther have trusted him for as long as she did? Why

do you think she continued to believe him? At what point did you begin to question

his motives?

4.**Spoiler** Analyze the fate of May. Why do you think the author chose this ending

for her character? How does her absence change Esther, Nik, and the rebellion?

5.Hadley despises the shipfolk. How does his past shape his hatred and influence the

decisions he makes throughout the novel? Can you sympathize with him even if you

disagree with his actions?

6.Esther risks everything to regain her second-place class ranking by cheating. What

does this reveal about the pressure placed on the med students aboard the Arcadia?

Would you have made the same choice?

7.Do you think anyone is responsible for what happens to May? If so, who bears the

greatest responsibility? Explain your answer using examples from the story.

post-reading questions
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8.**Spoiler** After May's death, Nik pushes Esther away and blames her. How does

grief affect both characters differently? Were either of their reactions surprising to

you?

9.**Spoiler** During their final confrontation, Nik has the opportunity to kill Alex

but chooses not to. Why do you think he spares Alex? What does this decision reveal

about Nik's character?

10.The goal of the Landfall mission is to change the future of everyone aboard the ship.

How is the mission meant to accomplish this? How does Esther prevent it from

becoming a complete failure? Knowing the consequences of the decision and the

innocent lives that are lost, do you think she made the right choice?

11.Life aboard the Arcadia is governed by strict rules and social classes. What details

about life on the ship stood out to you the most? How does the setting influence the

characters' choices?

12.Who do you think is the true hero of the story? Is it Esther, Nik, May, someone else?

Or does the author intentionally avoid having a single hero? Discuss your answer.

13.Esther spends much of the novel following rules before questioning everything she

has been taught. What event causes the biggest shift in her thinking? Could she

have reached the same conclusion without it?

14.The Arcadia is designed to keep order through strict rules, rankings, and limited

resources. Which parts of life aboard the ship seemed believable? Which seemed

unrealistic? Why do you think the author built society this way? 

15.Throughout the novel, many characters are forced to choose between protecting

the people they love and fighting for a greater cause. Which character faces the

most difficult choice? Did they make the right decision?

16.Which character changed your opinion the most from the beginning of the novel to

the end?

post-reading questions
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post-reading Activities
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1.Can you believe the cliffhanger at the end? What do you think will happen next?

Where do Nik and Esther go after escaping the ship? What happens with the

rebellion? Write an epilogue chapter to The Stranded and submit it to the Tome

Society Fan Fiction Competition. Be sure to check out the rules and guidelines on

the Tome Society website. The Exiled, the sequel to The Stranded, is out now. Read

it to see if your predictions were correct.

2.Using magazine, paper, craft materials, and other creative elements, create a page

from the imaginary scrapbook of a character from The Stranded detailing who they

are and the experiences they had throughout the novel. Be sure to check out the

competition guidelines and instructions on the Tome website and ask your advisor

to submit your completed project to the Character Scrapbook Page Competition.

3.Pretend you are one of the characters from the book and write a letter to the

author. If you were this character, what would you want the author to know? Are

there any questions you would want answered? Be sure to check out the Book

Choice Character to Author Letter competition instructions on our website. Ask

your adviser to submit your finished work in order to compete.

4.If this book were adapted into a movie or television series, which scene would you

be most excited to see on screen? Create your dream cast for a movie or tv

adaptation of the book. 

Author's Website

Author's Instagram

more about this book

the stranded discussion guidethe stranded discussion guidethe stranded discussion guide

Official Book Trailer

https://www.sarahdanielsbooks.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sarahdanielsbooks
https://youtu.be/rpAiZlq0zwI?si=GMoBPIfcRoATG6AJ

	discussion guide
	The Stranded Sarah Daniels

	the stranded discussion guide
	pre-reading questions
	Have you ever been on a cruise ship? What did you enjoy about the experience? What aspects did you dislike? If you had to spend your entire life aboard a ship, what do you think would be the hardest part?
	Imagine growing up in a society where every opportunity, education, jobs, even your future, is determined by your social class. How do you think that would affect the choices you make?
	Many dystopian stories ask whether survival is more important than freedom. If you had to choose between living safely under strict control or risking everything for freedom, which would you choose? Why?

	post-reading questions
	Esther chooses no to help the girl who falls down during the leaflet drop at the Lookout. Do you agree with her decision? Does learning what happened to the girl during Hadley's interrogation change your opinion?
	The novel is told through the perspectives of Esther, Nik, and Hadley. Why do you think the author chose these three characters? How does each point of view shape your understanding of the story?
	Discuss Alex's character. Should Esther have trusted him for as long as she did? Why do you think she continued to believe him? At what point did you begin to question his motives?
	**Spoiler** Analyze the fate of May. Why do you think the author chose this ending for her character? How does her absence change Esther, Nik, and the rebellion?
	Hadley despises the shipfolk. How does his past shape his hatred and influence the decisions he makes throughout the novel? Can you sympathize with him even if you disagree with his actions?
	Esther risks everything to regain her second-place class ranking by cheating. What does this reveal about the pressure placed on the med students aboard the Arcadia? Would you have made the same choice?
	Do you think anyone is responsible for what happens to May? If so, who bears the greatest responsibility? Explain your answer using examples from the story.


	the stranded discussion guide
	post-reading questions
	**Spoiler** After May's death, Nik pushes Esther away and blames her. How does grief affect both characters differently? Were either of their reactions surprising to you?
	**Spoiler** During their final confrontation, Nik has the opportunity to kill Alex but chooses not to. Why do you think he spares Alex? What does this decision reveal about Nik's character?
	The goal of the Landfall mission is to change the future of everyone aboard the ship. How is the mission meant to accomplish this? How does Esther prevent it from becoming a complete failure? Knowing the consequences of the decision and the innocent lives that are lost, do you think she made the right choice?
	Life aboard the Arcadia is governed by strict rules and social classes. What details about life on the ship stood out to you the most? How does the setting influence the characters' choices?
	Who do you think is the true hero of the story? Is it Esther, Nik, May, someone else? Or does the author intentionally avoid having a single hero? Discuss your answer.
	Esther spends much of the novel following rules before questioning everything she has been taught. What event causes the biggest shift in her thinking? Could she have reached the same conclusion without it?
	The Arcadia is designed to keep order through strict rules, rankings, and limited resources. Which parts of life aboard the ship seemed believable? Which seemed unrealistic? Why do you think the author built society this way?
	Throughout the novel, many characters are forced to choose between protecting the people they love and fighting for a greater cause. Which character faces the most difficult choice? Did they make the right decision?
	Which character changed your opinion the most from the beginning of the novel to the end?


	the stranded discussion guide
	post-reading Activities
	Can you believe the cliffhanger at the end? What do you think will happen next? Where do Nik and Esther go after escaping the ship? What happens with the rebellion? Write an epilogue chapter to The Stranded and submit it to the Tome Society Fan Fiction Competition. Be sure to check out the rules and guidelines on the Tome Society website. The Exiled, the sequel to The Stranded, is out now. Read it to see if your predictions were correct.
	Using magazine, paper, craft materials, and other creative elements, create a page from the imaginary scrapbook of a character from The Stranded detailing who they are and the experiences they had throughout the novel. Be sure to check out the competition guidelines and instructions on the Tome website and ask your advisor to submit your completed project to the Character Scrapbook Page Competition.
	Pretend you are one of the characters from the book and write a letter to the author. If you were this character, what would you want the author to know? Are there any questions you would want answered? Be sure to check out the Book Choice Character to Author Letter competition instructions on our website. Ask your adviser to submit your finished work in order to compete.
	If this book were adapted into a movie or television series, which scene would you be most excited to see on screen? Create your dream cast for a movie or tv adaptation of the book.

	more about this book
	Official Book Trailer
	Author's Website
	Author's Instagram


