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1.Manila is the capital of the Philippine islands, what do you know about this city and
country?

2.A large part of this story centers around the World's Fair in the early 1900's in St.
Louis Missouri. Watch this short video that recaps the 1904 World's Fair
https://youtube.com/shorts/lNbrQoOTBGg?si=Dva6R7C75JeT5ZWi What stood out
to you from the video?

3.Imagine that people from another country created a “village” of your community
and put it on display for millions of visitors. What parts of your culture would you
want them to show? What parts might you object to? Why?

pre-reading questions

1.Luki often speaks to her Mother even though she's passed away over a year ago.

Why does she do this? Is there anyone who has passed away that you occasionally

talk to?

2.Why do Luki and Samkad lie to the ancients about who killed the boar? What do the

ancients think of Luki and her not performing her duties as a woman of their

group?

3.What are the different expectations of the women and men in Luki's village?

4.What is Kinyo doing visiting the village? What differing opinions do Samkad and

Kinyo have about the Americans? Why does Kinyo decide to renounce Samkad as a

brother?

5.How did the American conquering of the lowlands impact Luki's people, both

positively and negatively?

6.Why were the young people of Luki's village so enthralled by Truman Hunt and his

invitation to the St. Louis World's Fair? Why did the ancients forbid anyone from

going on the trip?

7.What is the solution the ancients present for Luki being uncovered as the hunter

who killed the boars? How does this "solution" propel her to decide to go to America

with Truman Hunt? Discuss this quote: "Mother, I was not afraid to leave, but I was

afraid of what would happen if I stayed."

post-reading questions
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8.Describe Luki's journey to America. Discuss what she sees, what she experiences,
and who she meets.

9.Luki and Tilin did not get along at the beginning of the story. What changed in their
relationship as the novel progressed? What similarities did they discover they have?

10.How does Luki react when she discovers Samkad on the boat to America? How
would you react in the same situation?

11.How do the Americans view Luki and her people, the Bontok? Think about different
scenarios throughout the book and how the native Filipinos are described by others.
Why do you think this is? How does Luki respond to this treatment? Why does the
author include it in her book?

12.While in America, many Bontok beliefs and traditions were questioned by
Americans. They sometimes called them superstitions instead of cultural beliefs.
Discuss the times the Bontok were expected to abandon their beliefs for the
Americans.

13.Discuss the different ways the Bontok were treated throughout their journey to
America. Think about specific plot points such as the train, the girls' attack in
Manila, etc.

post-reading questions
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post-reading Activities
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1.  Choose one event from Wild Song. Create a two-column comparison

showing how Luki and an American visitor to the World’s Fair might

have viewed the event differently. Explain who had more power in

the situation and why.

2.  What does Luki want for her future? Create a “Future Map” showing

the future you think Luki wants, the choices she makes to pursue it,

and the obstacles that stand in her way. Support your ideas with

specific examples from the novel.

3.  Choose a photograph from the 1904 World’s Fair. Write three short

captions for the same photograph: one from the perspective of an

American visitor, one from Luki’s perspective, and one from a

historian looking back today. Explain how and why the

interpretations differ.

4.  Imagine Luki has one minute to speak to everyone visiting the

World’s Fair. Write and perform a one-minute speech explaining what

she would want visitors to understand about herself, her people, and

her experiences. Use details from the novel to support her message.

Author's Website

Author's Instagram
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